MS                            DEA,
Philippian Church, whose deacons he mentions; and, in his First Epistle to Timothy, directions are given for the choice of deacons, from which we may infer that they were then as commonly established in the Church as presbyters. St. Clement, of Rome, says, that the Apostles, having preached everywhere, ordained their first fruits Bishops and deacons. Ignatius and Polycarp also mention the deacons of the Churches to which they wrote. -Deacons are also mentioned by the other early fathers, and, without doubt, says Mr. Palmer, from whom this notice is taken, the order continued always in the Church. The office of deacon seems, at first to have related chiefly to the administering relief to the poorer brethren : but Scripture does not limit them to this duty, and in fact we find Stephen preaching the gospel, and Philip the deacon baptizing. These instances are sufficient to justify the Church in permitting deacons, in case of necessity, both to preach and to baptize. It seems that for many centuries the ordinary office of the deacon related rather to such duties as are now performed by our parish clerks, than to the higher parts of the ministerial office. The duties ascribed to the deacon by the Church of England are, first, assisting the priest in divine service, especially in the communion, and distributing the Eucharist; secondly, reading Scripture and Homilies in the church; thirdly, catechizing; fourthly, baptizing, in the priest's absence; fifthly, preaching, if licensed by the Bishop; sixthly, offices of charity towards the poor. These were exactly the offices of the deacon in the primitive Church. The Church gives them no independent cure of souls, or jurisdiction.
DEACONNESS, a woman that served the church in those offices which the deacons could not with propriety exercise themselves. This order was also appointed in the Apostolic age. They were generally widows who had been only once married, though this employment was sometimes exercised by virgins. Their office consisted in assisting at the baptism of women, in previously catechizing and instructing them, in visiting sick persons of their ow;n sex, and in performing all those inferior offices towards the female part of the congregation, which the deacons were designed to execute for the men. St. Paul (Horn, xvi.) speaks of Phoebe as servant, or deaconuess,